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What is claimed is: 

A method of printing an image comprising: 

providing digital image data representing a pictorial image to be 
printed on a sheet in hard copy form; 

providing information for cutting the sheet with the printed 
pictorial image; and 

employing the digital image data and the instructions for cutting 
the sheet to print the pictorial image on the sheet with invisible cutting 
instructions being printed so as to be embedded in the printed pictorial image, the 
invisible cutting instructions being dispersed within the pictorial image and not 
necessarily located at locations where cutting is to be made according to the 
cutting instructions. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the information for cutting is placed 
into digital form that is merged with processed digital image data representing the 
pictorial image to be printed. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the information for cutting 
represents data that defines a center of the pictorial mage and a representation of a 
geometric figure or figures that provide information relative to the locations of 
cutting points. 



4, The method of claim 3 wherein the representation of the geometric 
figxires virtually falls witliin the pictorial image but defines locations of cutting 
points extemal to the pictorial image. 

5. A printed image formed on a sheet and including invisible cutting 
instructions embedded as coded information in a pictorial image and formed by 
the method of claim 1 . 



6. A printed image formed on a sheet and including invisible cutting 
instructions embedded as coded information in a pictorial image and formed by 
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the method of claim 3. 

7. A printed image fomied on a sheet and including invisible cutting 
instructions embedded as coded information in a pictorial image and formed by 
the method of claim 4. 

8. The method of claim 1 and including sensing the embedded 
invisible cutting instructions and automatically positioning the pictorial image 
relative to a cutting mechanism and cutting the sheet in accordance with the 
cutting instructions. 

9. The method of claim 4 and including performing a calculation 
relative to virtual displacements of points on the geometric figure from the center 
of the image and using that calculation to determine cutting locations outside of 
the pictorial image and cutting the sheet in accordance with the determined cutting 
locations. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the information for cutting 
represents data that defines a center of the pictorial mage and a representation of a 
geometric figure or figures that provide information relative to the locations of 
cutting points. 

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the representation of the 
geometric figures virtually falls within the pictorial image but defines locations of 
cutting points extemal to the pictorial information 

yi. An apparatus for printing an image comprising: 

a processor of digital image data representing the pictorial image 

to be printed on a sheet in hard copy form; 

a processor for providing digital information for cutting the sheet 

with the printed pictorial image thereon; 

a merging processor for merging the digital image data 
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representing the pictorial image and the digital information for cutting the sheet, 
the digital information for cutting the sheet being encoded so as to be invisible in 
any print of the pictorial image; and 



the pictorial image and the digital information for cutting the sheet for printing the 
pictorial image and the cutting instructions, the cutting instructions being 
dispersed through the print and not being visible and not necessarily being located 
at positions in the pictorial image where cuts are to be made according to the 
cutting instructions. 



yi3, A method of printing an image comprising: 

forming a pictorial image having a visible border on a sheet in 
hard copy form; and 

forming invisible cutting information within the pictorial image, 
the cutting information being present inward of the border of the pictorial image 
and the cutting information representing information for cutting the sheet at 
locations outward of the border. 

14. The method of claim 13 and including automatically sensing the 
cutting information and cutting the sheet in accordance with the cutting 
instructions. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the cutting instructions define a 
center of the pictorial image and a virtual representation of a geometric figure. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the cutting instructions define 
virtual representations of plural geometric figures and calculations are made using 
such instructions to define locations outward of the border. 



a printer responsive to the merged digital image data representing 




17. The method of claim 13 and wherein plural pictorial images are 
formed on the sheet in hard copy form and at least plural of the pictorial images 
have invisible cutting information formed within the pictorial image. 
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18. A sheet including a plurality of printed images formed on the sheet 
and at least plviral of the pictorial images include invisible cutting instructions 
embedded as coded information in a respective pictorial image and formed by the 
method of claim 17. 

19. The sheet of claim 18 wherein the invisible cutting instructions are 
dispersed w^ithin the respective pictorial image and not necessarily located at 
locations w^here cutting is to be made according to the cutting instructions, 

20. A sheet including a plurality of printed images formed on the sheet 
and at least plural of the pictorial images including invisible cutting instructions 
embedded as coded information in a respective pictorial image and formed by the 
method of claim 1 . 



